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Parental Curfews
Scripture Reading

“There was a time when you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  Well, then, live as children of light.  Light produces every kind of goodness and justice and truth.  Be correct in your judgment of what pleases the Lord.  Take no part in vain deeds done in darkness; rather, condemn them.  It is shameful even to mention the things these people do in secret; but when such deeds are condemned they are seen in the light of day, and all that then appears is light.” (Eph. 5: 9-13)
Faith / Fact Finding

In recent years, cities and localities across the country have expanded the use of youth curfews to address growing public concern about juvenile crime and violence.  By reducing the number of youths on the street during certain hours, curfews are assumed to lessen the number of undesirable circumstances in which youth crime can occur.  It is also assumed that curfews reduce youth crime by deterring youths from being on the streets at certain hours out of fear of being arrested.  Curfews have been widely-cited by policy makers as an effective tool for reducing youth crime.  However, despite these assertions, virtually no comprehensive analysis of the effects of these laws has been completed.  
Case Study / Life Application


Sally walked out of the coffee shop downtown and wandered to her car.  It was about 12:15 a.m. on one Tuesday over the summer, and her parents had set her curfew for 12:30 a.m.  Sally thought she would be home right on time; unfortunately, the Roanoke City Council thought otherwise.  Since Sally is 16, she is breaking the teenage curfew in Roanoke City.  Roanoke’s curfew which took effect July 31, 1992, requires that teens 16 and under be off the streets by 11p.m. from Sunday thought Thursday and by 12 p.m. on Friday and Saturday.  Sally is now a criminal in Roanoke City.  
Where Do You Stand?
1. Will the enforcement of strict curfews lower youth crimes or will less strict curfew enforcement lower youth crimes?

2. Are city curfews undermining parental authority?

3. What harms or benefits do curfews have, if any, on teenagers? 

4. Should there be any curfews for teenagers?

Summary
1. Curfews are not an effort by your parents to control  you or ruin your fun
2. Curfews encourage responsibility and teach you a respect for rules, and later laws that you may not like or understand.
3. There is nothing “wrong” or “shameful” about having to be home at a certain time.
4. Adhering to your curfew helps your parents to learn to trust you and your ability to “do the right thing.”
5. Parents love you and worry when you aren’t home and your curfew allows them to get “some” sleep after you get home.
6. As much as you will hate to hear it- curfews are for your own good.
Prayer

“Father, we look to your loving guidance and order as the pattern of all family life.  Be following the example of the holy family of your Son, in mutual love and respect, may we come to the joy of our home in heaven.”
(The Catholic Prayer Book, For the Family, P. 193)

Homework
1. What is curfew?

