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Dropouts
Scripture Reading
It is not that I have reached it yet, or have already finished my course; but I am racing to grasp the prize if possible, since I have been grasped by Christ [Jesus].  Brothers, do not think of myself as having reached the finish line.  I give no thought to what lies behind but push on to what is ahead. My entire attention is on the finish line as I run toward the prize to which God calls me-life on high in Christ Jesus.  All of us who are spiritually mature must have this attitude.  If you see it another way, God will clarify the difficulty for you. It is important that we continue our course, no matter what stage we have reached.”
(Phil 3:7-16)

Faith / Fact Finding
The number of teenagers dropping out of school is rising.  The limitations for these dropout teenagers- educational, social, and economic- brings serious implications for their well-being. 

Dropout students fall into three categories: dropouts, pushouts, and September No-Shows.

Dropouts are defined as the population of students that withdraw from schools, sometimes between entering the ninth grade but prior to completion of the twelfth grade.   Similar to dropouts are push-outs.  This population drops out of school as a result of actions initiate by school administrators and/or teachers due to suspensions for disciplinary and academic reasons.  

September No-Shows are students who failed to return to school in September after having been officially enrolled in schools in the previous semester.  These students constitute a significant subset of the total dropout population.  

Our life continues to demand higher and higher level of formal education in order to maintain stable employment, an average standard of living, and personal fulfillment.  However, school dropouts are very likely to find menial employment and are among the first to become unemployed when the economy is poor.

Attitudes and Expectations:

Dropouts tend to believe that they don’t control their lives, that chance and luck are important, and that something always seems to stop them from getting ahead.  Conversely, graduates felt that they  had a great deal of control over their lives, a belief known to promote educational achievement.

Dropouts did not differ significantly from graduate in their sense of self-concept, with both expressing some negative personal feelings.  Nearly one-half felt useless at times, one-third thought they were “no good at all,” and nearly one-quarter “didn’t have much to be proud of.”

Despite leaving school, 85 percent of the dropouts planned to attain at least a high school education.  About one-fifth expected to attend a career education school; a third expected to attend college, with 11 percent looking forward to get a degree, a five percent expected to get a master’s degree.

Reasons for Dropping Out

School Factors:

1. Didn’t like school in general or a particular transfer school.

2. Was failing, getting poor grades, or couldn’t keep up with school work.

3. Didn’t get along with teachers and/or students

4. Had disciplinary problems, was suspended, or expelled.

5. Didn’t fit in.

6. Didn’t feel safe.

Personal Factors:

1. Got a job, had a family to support, or had trouble managing both school and work.

2. Got married, got pregnant, became a parent, wanted to have a family or had a family to take care of.

3. Had friends who dropped out.

4. Wanted to travel

5. Had a drug or alcohol problem.
Case Study / Life Application

Tran came to the United States four years ago at the age of 9.  After four years trying to assimilate into her “Americanized friends,” Tran still felt she “does not belong” in the group, as well as in school.  She still found the language difficult to learn, and as a result, her academic record reflected low grade.  Disappointed with her academic success, she began to join friends “outside her circle.”  She came to school, but never showed up in class.  Instead of learning algebra, she learned how to flirt and explored the movie theaters.  By the end of her high school freshman year, she was pregnant with an unwanted child.  Ashamed, hopeless, Tran decided to quit school to escape the torment of the whisperings of friends and teachers, and hid herself at home.
Where Do You Stand?
1. Who Drops Out? 
Do male students have a higher rate of dropping out than female students?

In recent years dropout rates for males and females have been similar, although in earlier years, dropout rates for males tended to be higher than those for females. Why was it?

2. Some researchers suggested that dropouts can be prevented by observing student’s behavior when young. And that taking intervention early is useful. 
Can you predict the dropouts’ early behavior?
Early aggressive behavior may lead to confrontations with teachers and other school authority figures.  If this behavior is not altered by the teacher or by the student, it may spiral into more and more frequent problems and confrontations.  The student increasingly becomes alienated from school.  This alienation reinforces the child’s poor academic performance, involvement in such problem behaviors such as drug use and delinquency as the student becomes an adolescent, and membership in peer groups that do not value academic success.  
Summary
1. Dropping out of school is not a solution to your being harassed, bullied.  Try to change school rather than quitting.

2. Dropping out is not worth it- if academics are hard for you, see your school counselor about learning more about non-academic program, voluntarily set yourself back a grade,   or get learning assistance, even if it is informally from a friend.
3. Drop outs have a harder time getting good, secure, and decent jobs.

4. More and more entry level and trade specific jobs require a minimum of high school graduation.

5. Dropping out gives you lots of free time, even if you get a full time job, you are more likely to get into a self-destructive rut including drugs and/or alcohol.

6. Pregnancy is not a good reason to drop out and get a job, look into your options before taking such a drastic step.

7. Going back to school as an adult is not as easy as you think it will be, and often costs you money-high school is free.
Prayer
“God, our Father, I turn to you in my unrest because I cannot see any way out of the present situation which troubles my life and my spirit.  In my confusion I turn to you for help and guidance because you alone can help me and nothing is impossible to you.  Light up my life with faith, strengthen me in hope and fill me with love, so that I may rest in your providence which alone knows what is for my peace.”
Michael Buckley
Homework
1. Identify the reasons for dropping out of school.
