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Runaway- Society’s Throwaways
Scripture Reading
Children and Parents

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for that is what is expected of you.  Honor your father and mother is the first commandment to carry a promise with it.  ‘That it may go well with you, and that you may have long life on the earth.’

“Fathers, do not anger your children.  Bring them up with the training and instruction befitting the Lord.” (Eph. 6: 1-4)

Faith / Fact Finding
When a person starts thinking of running away, many factors may push him or her out the door, some of the factors may be due to his own making and some are beyond his control. But what these runaway youths find waiting for them on the street is a path to drugs, crime, and troubling webs that endlessly tangle their lives.  Most cannot return home even when they desperately want to; many never have the strength to re-enter the mainstream society.  As a result, they remain on the street as society’s “throwaways and outcasts.”

It is difficult to know the exact number of  the runaway population.  The population, by far, tries to remain hidden from government agencies until some huge crisis occur and they  need government intervention.  Recently, Los Angeles County provides that there were about 10, 000 runaways in the county on any given day.  Experts believe that there maybe between 20,000 to 25,000 runaway children in California on any given day.

Should one run away? The answer is absolutely not.  According to Paul, the only good we can be as children is to obey our parents.  Sometimes, parents are so occupied with career and personal issues that they barely have time for children, but we should be able to distinguish busy from no love.  Parents always love their children no matter what.  And no parent wants their child to run from them.

Case Study / Life Application

1. Crystal is a 17-year-old female who ran away from home at the age of 15 after 10 years of physical abuse at the hands of her father.  She lives in an abandoned building, is a poly-drug (multiple types) abuser and supports herself by prostitution.
2. Shadow is a 16 year old male who was angry with his father.  He began to have problems in school in the seventh grade, and after two semesters of chronic truancy and failing grades, his mother yelled at him.  Angry, he left the house.  He is seriously confused about his parents’ love.  He lives with his friends in a small apartment and panhandles for money.

True Life:

1.  I am a runaway and I have been for 4 months. I wanted to post my story because I think it might help someone else. There are so many people out there going through the same thing and it is hard because you think that no one out there understands you or is going through the same thing. 

I am only 15 and I have ran away from home at least 15-20 times... I was never really that bad. I am a straight A student and I am talented in sports, it's just that my dad never really thought I would grow up and when I did he tried to put a stop to it. He would pick fights with me just so I would get angry because I have a very bad temper like him. We would then get into a physical fight and he would call the cops after I put a mark on him and I would get arrested for it because he would say it was self defense. 
My mom was around but the only thing she was good for was to be his witness. She has this fear that when my older sister and I get older the only person she will have is my dad so she feels she must do anything to protect him. My father has been arrested many times for aggravated child abuse. I have spent 3 years of my life in foster homes shelters and programs. 
I guess the whole point of this e-mail is to say that no matter what age you are at it is really hard to be a runaway. I feel so alone even though I have friends who I know care about me. It is just hard to think where is my next meal is coming from, where am I going to sleep tonight, or when is the next time I am going to be able to shower. Everything changes when you are a runaway - your whole life changes. 
I still talk to my mother off and on to let her know that I am okay because I am still her daughter and despite the choices she makes I love her. Now I am at the point of what do I do next? There is no telling when I will ever get to go home if I will ever be able to see my mother or my older sister.
Where Do You Stand?
Is there a difference between a runaway child and missing child?


There is a difference between a child who has runaway and child that is missing. A runaway has left home or left a supervised environment. They usually run to escape or avoid something, or they are running somewhere to find or get something. A missing child might be lost, abducted, injured or held against their will by others. A runway is not necessarily missing. A runaway is not the same as a child who "sneaks" out at night to be with friends. 

What are the motivations for running away?
· To avoid an emotional experience or consequence that they are expecting in some future encounter or situation. 

· To escape a recurrent or ongoing unpleasant, painful or difficult experience in their life. 

· To avoid the loss of activities, relationships or friendships that are considered important or worthwhile. 

· To be with others people who are supportive, encouraging and active. 

· To be with others or in places that are distractions from other problems in their life. 

· To change or stop what they are doing or about to do. 

What could be the problems for running away?

·  Child abuse or neglect.

· Alcohol or other drug use. 

· Divorce or separations that are not handled appropriately. 

· Oppositional and defiant behavior combined with inappropriate romantic or involvement with an antisocial peer group. 

· Death in the family that is not handled appropriately. 

 Are there signs prior to running away? 

· Attempts to communicate result in arguments, raised voices, interruptions, name calling, hurt feelings and failure to reach an acceptable agreement. 
· The child has a network of friends who are largely unsupervised, oppositional, defiant, involved with drugs and other antisocial behaviors. 
·  An increasing pattern of impulsive, irrational and emotionally abusive behavior by either the parent(s) or teenager
Summary
One of the greatest fears that parents can experience comes when they discover that their child is missing or has run away. Parents will experience a range of emotions. The stress of the situation and the different ways in which parents, family, friends and police respond can reach crisis proportions and create further crisis within a family.

Prayer
“God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to distinguish the one from the other.”
Reinhold Niebuhr

Homework
1. What are the causes and effects of running away?
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________

2. What is difference between a missing child and a runaway child?
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________

